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Gun Control in Germany, 1928-1945 


A common belief among 
defenders of he Second Amendment 
{o the US, Constitution is that the 
‘National Socialist goverment of 
Germany under Adolf Hitler did not 
permit the private ownership of 
reams. Totaianan governments, 
Mey have been taught in their hgh 
School civics classes, do not trst he 
citizens and do not dare permit them 
to keep firearms. Thus, one often 
hears the statement, "You know, the 
fist thing the Nazis did when the 
came fo power was outlaw firearms 
(oF, "The fist thing Hitler di in Ger 
‘many was round up all he guns,” 

‘One can understand why many 
‘American gunowners waro believe 
this, They se inthe current effon of 
their own govemment to take away 
right to keep and bear arms a 
limitation of an essential element of 
thelr freedom and a move toward 
tyranny. and they want io characterize 
the gun-grabbers inthe most negative 
way they ean. Adolf Hitler has been 
vilified continuously for the past 60 
years oF 80 by the mass media in 
‘America, and certainly no politician 
Droficeholder wants to be compares 
with him. IFthe gun-confiseation ef 
fon can be portrayed convincingly as 
something’ of which Hitler would 
have approved, it will have been ef 
Aeatively ared 

‘This idetification ofthe inclina 
‘on to deny citizens the right to keep 
and bear arms with National 
Socialism and Adolf Hitler has been 
strengthened recently by clever 
magazine advertisements which 
‘show Hitler with arm outstretched 
ina Roman salute under a heading: 
“Allin favor of gun contol raise your 
Fighthand." A Jewish group, Fews for 
the Preservation of Firearms Owne- 
ship JPFO), quite noisy for its size. 
hnas been especially zealous in 
promoting the idea that the current 
BBun-Contol effort in America has its 
foots in Germany during the Hitler 
petiod. This group has gone so far as 














by William L. Pierce 


10 claim in several anicles published 
in popular magazines read by 
Firearms enthusiasts that We current 
restrictive legislation being proposed 
bythe US. govemmentismodeledon 
2 gun-control statute enacted by 
Germany's National Socialist 
govemment: the German Weapons 
Law (Waffengesers) of March 18, 
1938. 

‘Again, one can understand the 
‘motivation of the JPFO. Many non 
Jewish firearms owners are well 
‘aware that the movement 10 restnct. 
their rights is led and promoted 
‘primarily by Jews, and anti-Jewish 
fecting has been growing among 
them. They know thatthe conrolled 
ews media, which ac almost unah 
mously in favor of abeidging oF 
abolishing the Second Amendment, 
are very much under the influence of 
Jews, and they know that the most 
‘vocal ani-gun legislators in the Con: 
ress also are Jews. Is natural for a 
{group such as the JPFO to mount a 
‘damage-conirol effon and attempt to 
[prevent anti-Jewish feeling from be- 

















blame from their Kinsmen in the 
‘media and the government and direct 
onto their mast hated enemies, the 
Nationa Socialists—orat least tere 
ate enough smoke obscure the facts 
tnd keep the gun-owning public eon 
fuse. 


Unfortunately forthose who would 
like to link Hitler and the National 
Socialists with gun coniro the nice 
premise for such an effon is fase. 
German firearms legisation under 
Hitler, far from banning private 
‘ownership. actually facilitated the 
keeping and bearing of arms by Ger- 
man citizens by eliminating or 
ameliorating restriciwe laws which 
hhad been enacted by the goverment 
preceding his: a let-center govern- 
‘ent which had contained a number 
of ews 
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1c iy mot just that the Nationa 
Socialis firearms legislation was the 
‘opposite of what it has been claimed 
{have been by persons who want to 
tar modem gur-grabbers with the 

‘Nari brush: the whole spint af 
iver’ government was starkly dif 
‘erent from tsporvayal by Amenca’s 
‘mass media, The facts, in bref, are 
these: 

‘+ The National Socialist gover- 
‘ment of Germany, unlike the govern: 
‘ment in Washinton today, did not 
Fears citivens. Adolf Miller was the 
most popular leader Germany has 
ever had. Unlike American presi- 
‘dents, he did not have 10 wear body 
armor and have shields of bulletproof 
Blass in front of him whenever he 
Spoke in public. At public eclebe 
‘dons he rode sanding in an open car 
as i moved slowly trough cheenng 
Crowds, Communists made several 
attempts to assassinate him, aad AS 
ieovernment stamped down hard on 
‘Sommunis, vially wipingitoutin 
Germany. Between upright, law: 
‘abiding German citizens and 'Adott 
Hitler, however, there was area love 
affair, with mutual trust and respect. 

* The spi of National Socialism 
‘was one of manliness, and individual 
self-defense and self reliance were 
central to the National Soctalist view 
of the way a citizen should behave, 
‘The notion of banning firearms 
ownership was utterly alien 10 Na: 
tonal Socialism. In the German 
universities, where National 
‘Socialism gained itseariestfoctholds 
land which later became is strongest 
bastions. dueling was an accepted 
practice. Although the liberal-Jewish 
Poveraments in Germany after the 
First World War attempted 10 ban 
‘ducling. it persisied illegally until it 
‘was afain legalized by the National 
Socialists. Fencing, target shooting, 
and other manal ris were immense: 
ly popular in Germany, and the Na- 
tighal Socialists encouraged young, 
Germans to become proficient in 














these activities, believing that ey 
vere important fr the development 
‘ofa man's character 

+ Gun registration and ticensing 
(for Jong. guns as well as for hand: 
guns) were legisnved by an asi-No 
Honal Socialist government in 
Germany in 1928, fve years before 
the Nationa Socialists gained power. 
Hider became Chancellor on Januty 
30, 1993, Five years later his gover. 
‘mot g0t around to rewriting the gun 
gw enacted a decade carlcr by his 
predecessors, substantallyameliora. 
fing it in the process (for example. 
Yong guns were exempted from the 
quirement for a purchase petit, 
the legal age for gun ownessmip Was 
lowered from 20 wo 18 years the 
Pengo validity ofa permit :o cay 
‘Neapons was extended from one to 
thee years; and peoisions restricting 
the amoumt of ammunition oF te 
‘eumber of firearms an individuat 
could own were dropped). Hiler's 
government may be entcized for 
Teavingeertain resrctions and licens 
ing requirements in the law, but the 
National Socialists no iatentionof 
preventing law-abidiag Geemans 
Rom keeping or bearings. Agi 
the firearms law enacted by Hitlr’s 
govemment enhanced the rights of 
‘Germans vo keep and bear amis; £0 
new restrictions were added, and 
‘many pre-existing resuesons were 
‘relaxed orsliminated. 

+ Av the end of the Second World 
‘War, American Gis in the oscupyin. 
force were astounded io discover how 
many German civilians owned 
private firearms Tens of thousandsof 
pistols looted from German homes by 
Gis were brought back to the United 
‘Staes after the war. In 1985 General 
Enenhower ordered all privately 
‘own firearms in the Amencan oc- 
Cupaton zane of Germany conf 
cated, and Germans were requires 19 
hhand in heir shotguns ans fiP28 as 
well as any handguns which mad not 
already been stolen. ln the Soviet o: 
‘cupation zone German civilians were 
suramariy shot if they were found in 
possession of even a single eanridge. 

“Jews. itshould be noted, were not 
Germans, even ifthey had been bom 














MAUSER, Germany's foremost 
‘arfactser oles and pistes, ad 
Vettised te waf0s widoly throughout 
the National Socisiet berod This 
Misuse" 30-16 tor “itary. hunting, 
Sports. and settdetonse weapons“ 
‘appearec n the February 1999 issue 
chine popular German magazine At 
fonts, Germany's answer the Ne 
tonal Geographic 


in Germany. The National Socialis 
efined citizenship in ethnic ems, 
and under Wiler ews were not a: 
corded ful ips of enizenship. Na 
tional Socialist legislation 
progressively excluded Jews from 
Key professions: teaching, the media, 
the practice of law, et. The aie was 
not onl 10 free German life from an 
oppressive and degenetative Jewish 
Ivluence. bul 10 persuade Jews 10 
fe The German Wespons Law 
ff March 18, 1938, specifically ex 
eluded Jews from manufactaring or 
faling in firearms oF munitions, but 
Idd not exclude them from owing 
‘or bearing personal firearms. The e« 
clusion of Jews from the firearms 
business rankled them ss mec as any 
other exclusion, and in their ypically 
ettnocentnc fathion they Rave eis 
represented the law involved as an 
anc-gun law in an elo 10 eat their 
‘emis ina bad igh 
It should be aoted in passing that 
the estrietins placed on Jes By the 
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National Socialists had the intended 
effet: between 1933 and 1939 1w0. 
thirds of Ube Jews residing in 
‘many emigrated, reducing the Jewish 
Population of tne cOunity Crom 
{600,000 when Miller became Chan 
cellor sn 1939 to 200000 ac te out 
‘ywak of the Second World War in 
1939, Jews inthe United States, look 
ingat tis period from their own na 
Towy focused viewpoint, have 
described these peacetime years of 
the Natineal Socialist government 3 
‘ime of darkness, or, and rege 
soa, whereas forthe Gentian pole 
inwasaiime ofhope, joy, and spirits) 
and materal rncwal 

“Much the same ype of gistoion is 
seen in the portrayal of the Une: 
Siatesindhe early 1880s: thes called 
"MeCahy Bra” Serator Joseph Me: 
Carthy Republican, Wisconsin) used 
his position a8 chuirmaa of the 

e's Government Operations 

CConimies 1 expose Ue widespread 
Communist infiltration of the US 
foverament and other US tsi 
tions which hastaken plaoedurmgthe 
Second World War. A substa 
‘ajonty of Gecommuniss who wei 
razed relcundy out into the fight 
of day by his efforts were Jews. AS 
result, the coniralleg media aways 
have portrayed dhe period 38 one of 
lero and ecpression whem everyone 
was frightened of Senator 
‘MeCanhy's“witch-butt" OF cours, 
HA was nothing of the sor 10 on 
Jewish Americans, who were not i 
lmigated ne least History views 
though a Jewish lons— Le, rough 
media conroied by Jows-—always 
distorted m a way corresponding 10 
Jewish interests and concems. 

Bash dhe German Weapons Law of 
March 18, 1938, enacted by the Na 
tonal Socialists, and the Law om 
Firearns and Amaunition of ApS 
12, 1928, which was enacied by an 
anii-Naional Sociaisgovemmens, 
ie given below in ful fist in fac 
‘nilcund then n Englistransiation 
4 tle background information firs 
hhawever, may help the reader 10 un 
erstand thei sigaticance 

‘AfterGermany's defeat inthe Fest 
World War (a defeat in which 
































Germany's Jews played nosmall pan, 
demoralizing the home front with 
‘demonstrations and odher subversive 
Actvty much as they did in America 
uring the Vietnam war), the Kaiser 
abdicated, and liberals and leftiss 
Seized corarol of the goverament in 
1918. Hider. recovering ina military 
hospital fom a British poison-gas at 
tack which had blinded him tem 
Porarly. made the decision to go into 
Politics and fight against the traitors 
he felt were responsible for 
Gemmany'sdistess, 

‘The tendency of Germany's new 
rulers after the First World Wat was 
‘much the same ast is fr the literals 
in America today: they promoted cos 
‘mopolitsism, interationalism, and 
cegaleatianism, By 1923 economic 

Sermany haat become 
catastrophic, and there was much 
public unrest. The communists had 
‘mage majot inroads into te labor 
‘movement and were a growing Uireat 
{othe country, 

Hitler had indeed gone into 
polities, and his National Socialves 
Datded the communist in the ees 
of Germany's cities and gradually 
ame to be seen by many patriotic 
Germans in the working lass and the 
middle das as the only force which 
‘ould save Germany from a com- 
‘munist takeover and total rui 
Hikers National Socialists conti 
to win recruks and gain sie 
‘during the 1920s, ‘The communists, 
wit aid from the Soviet Union, aso 
‘continued grow. The politcal situa 
ton became increasingly unstable as 
the goverment lost popular suppor, 

“The government's response wasto 
substantially tighten up vestdcsons 
fon the rights of German citizens 10 
Keep and hear arms, The Law on 
Firearms and Ammunition of Ape! 
12, 1928, was the most substztial 
fon in this regard. ‘This law was 
‘enacted by a Jefecenter government 
hase tothe National Socialists (the 
overeat was headed by Chancel 
lor Wihelm Marx and consisted of a 
coalition of Socialists, including 
‘many Jews, and Catholic Cenrists) 

Five yeu later, in 1933, the Na- 
tional Socialists were in power, Hier 





























GERMAN CIVILIANS wore ordered by American occupiers to turnin allo hei 





‘weapons (incising fencing swords, 88 Neld by the man atthe ng) wn 348. 
‘Thay inedup at caléston pots al over Germany iodo so Gls wore amazed 


hat German civilians owned so many ivearine. (US ARM! SONA cows POTS) 


hneaded the government, andthe com: 
‘murvst threat was crushed deisel. 
‘The National Socialists began undo- 
ing the social and economic damage 
done by their predecessors. Germany 
was restored 0 full employment, 
Gegencracy and corruption were 
rooted out, Jews and their col: 
laboraiors were removed from one 
facet of national ie alter anne, and 
‘the Geman poople eniered anew era 
ff national freedom, health, and 
prosperity, 

Finally, in 1938, the Nationat 
Socialist government got around 10 
enacting a new firearms Lav to 
replace the one enacted by thei op: 
fponenis ten years ewer The bigh- 
Tights ofthe 1938 law, especially 3s it 
applied 10 ordinary citizens eather 
than manufacturer or dealers. (ol 

+ Handgunsmay be purchased only 
‘onsubmission ofa Weapons Acquis 
tion Permit (Waffenerwerbschein), 
which must be used within one year 
from the date of Issue. Muzzle-1oad 

‘adguns are exempted from the 
perma reguitement, (The 1928 law 
had requiteda permit or the purchase 
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cof ong guns as well, ut the National 
Socialists dropped ths requirement | 

+ Holders of a permit to carry 
weapons (Waffenschein) oF ofa hat 
ing license do not need a Weapons 
‘Acquisition Permit inorder wacquie 
handgun, 








+= A hunting ticense authorizes its 
teaser to carry hunting weapons 
handguns, 





+ Firearms ang ameunition, 38 
well as swords and knives. may noe 
Sold to minors under the age of 18 
sar. (The age limit had been 20 
Seat inthe 192 law | 





side of his dwelling. his place « 
employment. hs place of business or 
his fenced propery must have on his 
person a Weapons Permit (Waf 
Fenschein). A permis is not roquired, 
however, for earring a firearm Tor 
Use at a police-approved shooting 
range 











+ A permit io acquire a handgun or 
to carty firearms may only be tsued 
to potnons whose trustworthiness 18 
notin question and who can gow a 
tied fora permit tn pancolat ae 
rr my not be ss to 








1. persons under the age of 18 
years 

2. Legally incompetent or mentally 
retarded persons; 

3. Gypsies or vapabonds. 

4. persons under mandatory police 
supervision [Leon parole]or other 
wise emporaly without civil rights: 

persons convicted of teason oF 
high treason or known a be engaged 
imactviies hostile to the sate, 

6. persons who for assault, 
‘uespass reach ofthe peace, resis” 
tance 10 authonty, a criminal offense 
‘ormisdemeanor, o a hunting o ish 
ing violation were legally sentenced 
1 a ten of imprisonment of more 
‘than two weeks, if three years have 
‘notpassed since the term of imprison- 
‘ment 

+The manufacture, sale, carrying, 

sion, and import ofthe follow: 
ac prohibited 

1. "rk" freanns, designed $0 as 
to conceal their funedon (eg, cane 
uns and bel-backle pistols) 

2. any firearm equipped with si- 
lencer and any rile equipped with 2 
‘spodight 

3. cartridges with 22 caliber, bl: 
low: point bullets. 

“That is the essence. Numerous 
‘other provisions of the law relate 10 
firearms manufacturers, importers, 
and dealers to acquisition and cary 
ing of firearms by police, miliary, 











and other official personnel: 10 the 
‘maximum fers which can be charged 
forpermits(3Reicksmarl tourists 
binging firearms imo Germany, and 
to the fines and other penalties to be 
levied for violations 

“The requirements of “rustwordh 
ness” and of proof of need when ob- 
taining a permit are troubling, but it 
‘Should be noted that hey were simply 
‘carried over from the 1928 law they 
‘were not formated by the National 
Socialis. Under the National 
Socialists these requiremens wer in 
terpreted Herally: a person who dig 
‘ot fall into one of the prohibited 
categories listed above was con- 
sidered trustworthy, and a statement 
such a5, “I often carry sums of 
money.” was accepted as proof of 
eed, 





‘The prohibitions of spotlight 
‘quipped rifles and tollow-point 22 
falter ammunition were based on 
‘considerations that the former were 
‘unsporting when wsed for hunting. 
and the later were ibumane 

‘Now fead the German fireanns 
{as for younelf.citherinthe original 
German exactly asthey were publish- 
‘od by the German goverment i the 
Reichsgesetablat or i the complete 
English translations which are 
Provided here. If you want 10 skip 
‘ver most of the icgal gobbledygook 
and go directly to the most pertinent 


parcof de National Socialist Firearms 
{Uaw—the par penaining wo the pur: 
‘chase, ownership, and carrying. of 
Firearms by prvae citizens—tum 10 
page 35 (Pan TV ofthe Law) Note, 38 
fleady mentioned above, that (wo 
Scparale and distinct types of permits 
_ae refered 0. a Weapans Acquis 
ton Permit (Waffenerwerbschein). 








fun. and a Weapons Permit (Wop 
{enschein), required for carrying any 
firearm in public. Toterestingly 
‘wough, av ako mentioned above, 4 
‘han ieee couatate the plat 
ttn ese permits 

‘When you have read he two laws 
reproduced here, you wil understand 
{hart was His enemies not Hi 
Jer, who shouldbe compared wid he 
urconio} advocates in America 
{odey Then a nowt ws ihe Jews, 
fot the National Socialist, who 
‘and the people’ right of self 
Seterse resvicied. You wil under 
‘and hat hoe who conuinu wo make 
{he claim tha Her was a gun rab 
ter ae eter ignorant or dihones, 
‘And you wil understand Bia was 
‘ot unl 1945, when the communist 
{Eu democrac victors ofthe Second 
Wort War had installed occupation 
goverment 10 fle ever he cn 
{ocred Germancshat German czens 
‘wee finaly and completely deni 
petite 
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Firearms and Ammunition Act 


April 12, 1928 
‘The Reichstag has passed the folowing Act, herewth announced with the agreement of 
the Feich Counc: 


Part! 
General 
a 

(1) Inthe context of this Act, ftearms are weapons which operate on the principle of a bullet 
‘ra load of shot being forced through a barrel by means of the generation of explosive gases 
‘or comprassed air 

(2) In the contoxt of this Act, ammunition includes ready-to-use ammunition for firearms as, 
well as gunpowder of all kinds, 

(3) Finished of prefabricated essential components of firearms or ammunition are con- 
sidered to ba equivalent to finished objects of this kind, 








Part il 
Manufacture of Firearms and Ammunition 


$2 

(1) Anyone who manutactures, modifies or repairs firearms or ammunition ona professional 
basis must obtain a permit. The retiling of cartridges is considered to be equivalent to the 
‘manufacture of ammunition 

(2) The issuance as well as the revocation of a permit may not be made dependent on a 
determination of an applicant's need for the permit. 

(3) With respect to the construction of gunpowder factories or other facilities for the 
manufacture of ammunition, a permit in accordance with §16 of the Trading Regulations tor 
the German Reich remains mandatory. 


§3 

‘The order by means of which a manufacturer's permits denied or revoked may be appealed 
in accordance with the regulations governing protests against police orders, as these regula- 
tions are set out in the legal codes of the German Lands. In cases where these regulations 
{do not provide for proceedings in Administrative Court, or do not admit such proceedings in 
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tho case in question, the regulations set out in §§20 and 21 of the Trading Regulations tor 
6. 


§4 

1a permit has been conclusively denied or revoked, a new application for a permit may be 
filed only ater at least three years have passed since the conclusive decision was made 
known. 





Part Il 
Dealing in Firearms and Ammunition 
$5 
(1) Anyone who, on a professional basis, purchases, offers for sale, or otherwise provides 


to others, either firearms or ammunition, or acts as mediator in the purchase or provision of 
‘such items, of offers his services to effect their purchase ar provision, requires @ perms to do 





so 
{@) The regulations of § 2 Section 2 and §§ 3, 4 apply as appropriate. 
§6 
‘A pemitin accordance with § 8 may not be issued to 
4. junk dealers, 
21 persons specified in §16 Section + Clause 2; exceptions may ve made in accordance 
with §16 Section 3, 
97 


(1) Dealing in firearms is prohibited 
1. to travelling vendors, 
2. at festivals, events featuring shooting competitions, and tairs, with the exception ot 
trade fairs. 
(2) The selling and provision of ammunition required at shooting compeiitions is exempted 
from the regulations of Section 1 No. 2. 
§8 
Publicand private pawn shops are not permitted to lend money on firearms and ammunition 
9 
(1) Boginning six months ater this Act comes into force, only such firearms as bear the 
namie or registered trademark of the manufacturing firm or the dealer (§5) and which bear a 
serial number may be professionally sold or provided to others within Germany. 
(2) Firearms not identified by the name or registered trademark of adomestic manwstacturer 
‘must be marked with a menufacturing number and the name or registered trademark of a 
domestic dealer. 


Part\v 
Purchase, Carrying, Importation and Ownership 
of Firearms and Ammunition 
$10 

(1) Firearms or ammunition may be provided or purchased only on submission of aWeapons 
‘or Ammunition Acquisition Permit issued by the appropriate authorities. 

(2) The acquistion permit is valid for the period of ore year from the date of issue, provided 
that a shorter period of validity has not been specified on it 

(8) Section 1 does not apply to: 

1. the provision of firearms or ammunition at shooting booths or ranges licensed by the 


police, where the firearms and ammunition are to be used on-site only; 





14 


2, the export of firearms or ammunition directly out of the country. in the context of the 
present regulation, this includes the following 
3 'a) the customs zones, with the exception of Heigoland and the customs zones of 

der 





b) the foredn trade zones, 
©) the trade zone of Labeck; 

3. the conveyance of firearms and ammunition by persons who, as part of their 
profession, arrange for or conduct the transport of goods, partculary by haulers, carriers, 
‘ocean shipping agents, the Postal Service, or the away. 

git 
The following do not require 2 Weapons or Ammunition Acquisition Permit 
1. authorities of the Reich or the Lands as well as the German Reich Railway Associaton: 
2, community authonties whom the highest authonty of eit Land has granted the right of 
acquisition without an Acquisition Permit, 
3. the professionals specitiod in §5 who are officially icensed 
gr 
Holders of Weapons Permits co not require Weapons Acquisition Permits for weapons 
included in the scope of the Weapons Permits, 
$13 
Holdars of Weapons Acquisition Permits or Weapons Permits do not require Ammunition 
‘Acquisition Permits to acquire the ammunition needed for the weapons in question. 
gia 
‘Anyone who acquires firearms or ammunition by inheritance must report this to the proper 
authorities within sic weeks of the date of acquisition. This report must detail the kind and 
‘umber of firearms and ammunition, and—in the case of gunpowder—tne weight, 
$15 
(1) Anyone who carries a firearm outside his home, his place of business. or his fenced-in 
property must carry an offical permit (Weapons Permit) on his person. "Carying a firearm” 
does not inciude its use on shooting ranges oticially icensed by the police. 
(2) Provided that its vaicty is not expressly restricted to a smaller area, the Weapons Permt 
{s vaid throughout the Reich proper. Through an appropriate notation on the permit the right 
to carry a firearm can be restricted to cenain clearly specified occasions and locaiions, 
(3) AWeapons Permitis valid for a period of one year from the date of issue, provided that 
a shorter period is not specited. 
$16 
(1) Weapons (Ammunition) Acquisition Permits may only be issued to persons whose 
trustworthiness is not in question: further, Weapons Permits may only be issued on proven 
need. In particular, permits may not be issued to 

1. persons under the age of 20 years; 

2 legally incapacitated or mertaliy inferior persons; 

3. Gypsies or vagabond persons: 

4. persons who have been legally sentenced to a term of imprisonment of more than 
twoweeks for violations of §§81. 83 1090, 105, 106, 107. 107a, 110 to 120, 122. 123 Section 
2, §§124 to 190, 1814, 211 10 216, 223 to 228, 240, 241, 243, 244, 249 to 255, 292 10 294, 
236, 340, 361 Nos. 3. 4, 5 and 10 of the Penal Code, of §148 of the Federal Customs 
Regulation of July 1, 1869 (Federal Law Gazette 9. 317), of the law against the criminal and 
dangerous use of explosives, June 9, 1884 (Law Gazette of the Reich p. 61), of he Ordinance 
‘of the Courci of People's Representatives regarding the possessionof weapons, January 13, 
1919 (Law Gazette of the Reich p. 31, 122), of the law regarding the disarming of the people, 
‘August 7, 1920 (Law Gazette of the Fleich p. 1853), of §§1. 2, 4 to 7, BNo. 3, §19 of the Law 
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for the Protection of the Republic, July 21, 1922 (Law Gazette of the Reich |, p. 585), or of the 
Slipuations of the present Act—provided that five years have not yet passed since the 
‘Sentence was served, lapsed, or was emitted; tthe sentence was remitted.after a probationary 
per0d, the term of five years is calculated trom the star of the probationary period: 

'5, persons under mandatary police supervision or who have been relieved of their civil 
rights—for as long as these remain under mandatory police supervision or remain stripped of 
their civil rights; 

(2) The highest authorities of the Lands may decree that violations of state Lang] penal 
‘codes are to be considered equivalent to violatons against the federal [Reic"] laws sel out in 
Section 1 No. 4 

(3) Exceptions to Section Nos. 1, 3 and 4 may be granted on request by the relevant 
authorities 





97 

(1) Persons to whom a Weapons (Ammunition) Acquisition Permit or a Weapons Permit 
‘may not be issued, in accordance with) §16 Section 1 Nos. 1 10 5, are also not permitted to 
possess firearms or ammunition, uniess an exception has been granted under §16 Section 
3 


(2) Persons who are not entiied to the possession of firearms or ammunition shall without 
dolay hand in any firearms or ammunition in the’ possession to the appropriate authori for 
safekeeping: they shall be given a written acknowledgement of receipt I! a person to whom 
this regulation applies has a legal representative, the responsibilty to comply rests with the 
representative. If this person or his legal representative does not ensure that the firearms and 
‘ammunition become available to a person entitled to their possession in the spirit of the present 
law by relinquishing to such a person the right to claim retum of the items in question, the 
authorities responsible can requite that ownership of the firearms and ammunition be trans 
{erred to themselves {the authorties) instead, in return for the payment of their market value. 
Transfer of ownership is effected by means of notice being given. An appeal against the 
otermined market value may be addressed to the supervisory authority within two weeks; 
‘ecoutse to legal action is not an option. 

(3) The authorities responsible may, in exceptional cases, permit persons obliged by law to 
hand in their firearms and ammunition to retain possession of these items ifthe facts of the 
ingividual case guarantee that the objects will not be misused; such permission can be 
withdrawn at any time. 











$18 
(1) The Weapons (Ammunition) Acquisition Permit is to be revoked and confiscated by the 
‘authorities responsibie it the prorequisites for iis issue are not met, of are no longer met 
(2) In the case of revocation of a permit, the authorties responsible may demand that the 
firearms and ammunition be turd in at the same time. The stipulations ot §17 Section 2 
apply as appropriate 





9 
(1) With respect to the firearms or ammunition provided to them in the line of duty, the 
following persons do not require a Weapons (Ammunition) Acquisition Perm 

1. members of the German Wehrmacht, police officias in the service of the Reich or 
the Lands, as well as border patrol and customs investigation officials employed with the 
Financial Administration of the Reich: 

2. government oficiais or employees whom the Reich or Land authorties responsible 
have granted the right to cary frearms at specticaly defined instances inthe ine of Guly, oF 
towhom this rightis granted by legal provisions. in such cases, the Weapons Permitis replaced 
by an appropriate license or certificate, issued by the supercr or supervisory authority 
4 Dltfitearms or ammunition are not officially provided to persons spectied in Section 1, or 
it firearms other than those officially supplied are requifed, the superior or supervisory 
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departments are authorized to issue centilicates entiting these persons to purchase or carry 
a firearm, 
20 
(1) Ifthe legal provisions of a Land admit the levying of fees for issuing Weapons Acquisition 
Permits or Weapons Permits, the amount of these fees will be determined by the guidelines 
‘set ointly by the government of the Reich and the Reich Council 
(2) No fees are to be levied for issuing an Ammunition Acquisition Permit, 
21 
(1) An annual hunting license issued by a German Land authorizes its owner, throughout 
the German Reich and for the period of the permit’s validity, to acquire hunting weapons and 
handguns to the number indicated on the license, as well as to acquire ammunition for these 
hunting weapons and handguns. 
(2) A hunting license issued by a German Land authorizes its owner, throughout the German 
Reich and for the period of the permit’s validity, to carry hunting weapons on occasions of 
hhunting, game protection ang shooting practice, as well as.on the return trips involved in these 


activities. A hunting license authorizes the carrying of a handgun in the same scope and 
manner, 





§22 

(1) Importation of firearms or ammunition ‘s permated only with a Weapons (Ammunition) 
‘Acquisition Permit (§10), a Weapons Permit (§15) or a hunting license (§21). and only to the 
‘extant fo which these permits authorize the acquisition of firearms or ammunition. 


(2) This regulation does not apply to importation by the authorities and professionals, 
specitied in §11 
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(1) Otficia! authorization is required for the possession of weapons or ammunition stores 
(Section 2) not belonging to a professional enterprise sanctioned by this Act (§§2, 5) and not 
in the possession of one of the authorities set out in §11 Nos. 1 and 2. Only such persons: 
‘whose trustworthiness is inno way in question may be authorized. §16 Section 1 Clause 2, 
Sections 2 and 3 apply as appropiate to the granting of such authorization; §§17, 18 apply 
£8 appropriate to its revocation. 

(2) A weapons store is delined as a stock of more than five firearms of one and the same 
kind, an ammunition store as a stock of more than one hundred cartridges. For hunting 
‘weapons, a weapons store is defined as a stock of more than ten hunting weapons, an 
“ammunition store as a stock of more than one thousand hunting carridges. 

§24 

(1) Manutacturing, dealing, importation, carrying, o possession of firearms which have been 
‘specially designed fo be rapidly disassembled Beyond the measure usual for hunting and 
‘Sports purposes, or which are’ concealed in canes, umbrellas, piping or in similar ways 
(So-called poachers’ guns) is prohibited 

(2) Further, manutacturing, dealing, importation, carrying, or possession of firearms 
‘equipped with a device to silence the report of a shot, or with rifle spotlights, is prohibited. This 
ban also extends to these mositying devices in and ot themselves. With respect to the 
manutacture of such weapons or devices for export purposes, exceptions may be granted 
Upon request 





Part V 
Penal Laws 
$25 
(1) Anyone who, in deliberate or negligent violation of the present law, 


7 


1, manufactures, modifies, repairs, lends money on, acquires, offers for sale, makes 
available to others, mediates in the acquisition or making available to others, imports or 
possesses weapons, ammunition or the devices described in §24 Section 2, 

2, carres firearms, or 

3, falls to file, oF 10 file in time, the notice which i is incumbent ypor him to fle in 
accordance with §14, 
will be penalized with up to three years’ imprisonment and/or a monetary tine. 

(2) Over and above this penalty, the weapons, ammuniton or devices to which the 
punishable act in question relates may be confiscated regardless of whether they belong to 
the offender or nat. if no specific individual/s can be prosecuted oF convicted, confiscation of 
the weapons, ammunition or devices may be carried out without these concomitants, 

926 

‘Anyone who, deliberately or through negligence, ‘ais to prevent a person under the age of 
twenty years, who is a member ot his household and subject to his supervision, from violating 
the present Act by manufacturing, mocitying, repairing, lending money on, acquiring, offering 
for sale, making available to others, mediating in the acquisition or the making available to 
others, importing of possession of firearms, ammunition orthe devices speciiedin §24 Section 
2, 0r by carrying firearms, will be penalized in accordance with §25 of the present Act. 

$27 

(1) A monetary fine of up to ane hundred and fity Reichsmark or a term of imprisonment 
applies to anyone who deliberately or through negligence violates the jurdical stipulations for 
the enforcement ( §28) of the present Act 

(2) Anyone who deliberately violates the regulations set out in Section 1 after having been 
twice previous!y convicted fo! deliberate or negigent violation of the same will be penalized 
with a term of up to one year in prison andior a monetary fine. This regulation does nat apply 
itmore than tree years have assed since the last conviction prior to commission of the new 
offence, 


Part VI 


Final and Interim Regulations 
§28 
The regulations required for the enforcement of this Act wit be issued by the government 
of the Reich, with the agreement of the Resch Council. In particular, the government of the 
Reich may issue regulations pertaining to the manufacture of firearms and ammunition, to 
dealing in such objects, and to the conduct of business, especially records-keeping, by such 
professionals as are set out m §§2. 5. Further, & may admit of excegtions to the regulations 
of the present Act which govern certain kinds of firearms or ammunition, 
§29 
(1) The individual Lands may not impose farther-reaching restrictions to the manufacture, 
<dealing, acquisition, carrying and possession of firearms and ammunition. This also goes for 
gue firearms an ammunition for wich exceptions are petmited in accordance wih. $28 
clause 3. 
(2) Any restrictions of the kind specified in Section 1 which are in effect atthe present time 
will ease to be in force a most six montns after the present aw takes effect, 
§30 
(1) Anyone who, at the ime this aw takes effect. carries on business activities which require 
a perma in accordance with the present Ac: (§§2, 5), of who possesses a weapons or 
ammunitian store requiring @ permit in accordance with’ §23, must apply for a permit within 
‘one month trom the date on which this law takes etfect. 
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(2)Acriminal ottence as detailedin § 25 Secton 1 No. 1 occurs if one month lapses following 
the coming into force of the present law, or, ifa permit was applied for within this period, at 
the end of one month ater this permit was definitely retused, 
$31 
Inthe case of persons who, at the time this law takes effect, possess tirearms or ammunition 
without being entitled to such possession under the present law, a punishable act in accord 
ance with §25 Section 1 No. 1 occurs six weeks after this law has taken effect. 


$32 

‘The manufacturing and trading enterprises specified in §§ 2, 5 are subject to the usual 
trading regulations insofar as no special regulations have been set out in the present Act 

933 

‘The stipulations o! the law governing the peace agreement between Germany and the Allied 
and Associated Powers, July 16, 1919 (Law Gazette ot the Reich p, 687), as well as the juridical 
regulations and orders issued for its implementation by the government of the Reich, remain 
unaffected by the present Act 


934 
(1) This law will take etfact on October 1, 1928, At the same time, the Ordinance issued by 
the Councit of People’s Representatives on January 13, 1919, (Law Gazette of the Reich p. 
31, 122) is repealed. 
(2) With the exception of hunting licenses, the permits issued uncer regulations heretofore 
in effect and which authorize the acquisition of frearms or ammunttion of the possession of 
firearms become invalid not later than six months after the present aw takes ettect 





Berlin, April 12, 1928 


President of the Reich 
‘von Hindenburg 


Reich Minister of Domestic Altairs 
von Keudell 
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Firearms Act 


March 18, 1938 
The gevernment of the Reich has passed the folowing Act, announced herewith 


Part! 
General 
$1 

(1) In the context of this Act, firearms are weapons which operate on the principle of a solid 
ody being forced through a barrel by means of gas or ait pressure. 

(2) In the context of this Act, ammunition includes ready-to-use ammunition for firearms as 
well as gunpowder of all kinds. 

{G1 Finished or prefabricated essential components of firearms or ammunition areequivalent 
to finshed firearms or finished ammunition 








fa 
Inthe context ofthis Act, cutting or thrusting weapons are weapons which are by their nature 
intended te inflict injury through cutting, thrusting or stabbing. 


Part it 
Manufacture of Firearms and Ammunition 
3 

(1) Anyone who manufactures, mocites or repairs firearms or ammunition ona professional 
basis must obtain a permit. The refiling of cartridge cases is equivalent to the manulacture of 
‘ammunition, 

(2A permit may only be issued if the applicant is a German citizen with a fixed place of 
residence within the terry of the Reich 

(3) The Reich Minister o! Domestic Affairs, nagreement withthe Reich Ministers concerned, 
may admit of exceptions to the provisions ot Section 2 

(4) Further, a permit may only be issued it the applicant and the persons participating in the 
technical direction of his business evidence the personal trustworthiness requisite for the 
‘conduct of such business, and: the applicant oF the person panticipating in the technical 
Girection of his trade possesses the requisite professional qualiicatios. 
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(6) A permit may notbe issued the applicant and the persons partcioating inthe technical 
iregion of his business, or one ol the above, is a Jew. 


(1) Onissuing a permit, a period of up to one year may be set within which operation must 
‘be begun, in dofauitof which tne permit expires. It 0 period is Spectlied, the permit expires it 
‘operation is not begun within one year from the date of issue. Deadlines may be extended it 
‘good reason exists for doing $0. 

(2) Further, the permit expires ifthe manutacturer has not practised his craft for one year 
without having been granted an extension beyend that period, within which operations must 
be resumed. This period may be no more than ove year; i may be extended f good reason 
‘exists for doing so. 

3) The manufacturer must fle a written advisory notice within one week of commencing ot 
ceasing operations. 








(1) The manufacturer's permit is to be revoked f the manufacturer or the business manager 
{8S a person no longer full the requirements for he issuance of the permit. 

{2) Ita permitis to be revoked, the conduct of operations may be temporanly suspended 
with immediate atfect. This measvre ceases to be in force if a request for ravocaton is not 
submitted withit.one weekto the proper authorities, which decide onthe temporary suspension 
‘of the permit: this decision may not be appealed. 





$6 
If the permit has been denied or revoked, a new permit may be issued within the period of 
two years oniy if special circumstances justty such a measure. 


Partlll 
Dealing in Weapons and Ammunition 
§7 
0} Anyone who, on a professional basis, purchases, offers fr sale, or otherwise provides 
to others, either firearms er ammuntion, or wPo, on a professional basis, acts as mediator in 
the purchase oF provision of such items, or who, on a prefessional basis, offers his services 
{o effect ther purchase or provision, requires a permit f0 do so. 
(2) The reguiations set out in§ 3 Sections 2 10 5 and §§ 4 10 6 apply as appropriate. 
{G) A pert issued in accordance with § 3 Section 1 ao includas in its scope the 
professional purchasing, seling or provision io others, of firearms and ammunition, 
ga 
‘A pormit in accordance with § 7 may not be issued to unk dealers. 
§9 
(1) Dealing in firearms, ammunition, and cutting and thrusting weapons is prohibited: 
1. to travalling vendors; 
2. at festivals, evenis featuring shooting competitions 
trade fairs 
(2) The sting andprovisionot ammunition required at shooting booths or ranges at shooting 
competitions is exemed trom the requiaton of Segion 1 Ciause 2 
s10 
(1) Firearms which are sold or provided to otvers on a professional basis rust be identified 
by the manufacturer's company name and with a production serial number. 
(2) Firearms not isentied by the name of a domestic manutacturer must be marked with 
the registered trademark of a domestic dealer, in addition to being idantified with the deta 
‘specified in Section 1. 





1d fairs, with the 
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Part iv 
Purchase, Carrying, Ownership and Import 
of Weapons and Ammunition 
git 
(1) Handguns may be provided or purchased only on submission of a Weapons Acquisition 
Permit 
(2) The Weapons Acquisition Permit is valid for one year trom the date of issue. 
(8) Section 1 does not apply to: 
2) the provision of handguns at shooting booths or ranges licansedby the police, where 
the handguns are to be used on-site oniy: 
) the direct export of handguns Out ofthe county: 
¢) the conveyance of handguns by persons who on a professional basis arrange or 
‘conduct the transport of goods, paniculary by haulers, carriers, ocean shipping agents, the 
German Reich Postal Service, or the German Reich Railway; 
4) acquisition by inheritance. 
12 
‘A Weapons Acquisition Permit is not requred for 
1. authonties of the Reich or the Lands (states), the Reich Railway, and Operation 
“Reichsautobahinen” [oderal highways]; 
2. communities (community associations) whom the highest authorties of tneir Land have 
siven permission to obtain weapons without a Weapons Acquisition Permit: 
3. the departments of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party and its subdivisions, as 
determined by the Fihrer's Second-in-Command; 
‘4. the departments of the Anti-Aicraft Defense and the National Socialst Fliers’ Corps, as 
etermined by the Reich Minister of Aviation; 
'. the departments of Technical Emergency Assistance, as determined bythe Reich Minister 
ot Domestic Affairs; 
§. the manufacturers and dealers set out in §§ 3, 7 who ave offically licensed: 
7 holders of weapons permits and annual hunting licenses. 
$13 
(1) Firearms and ammurition as well as cuting and thrusting weapons may not be sold to 
minors urder the age ot 18. 
(2) An appropriate government authority may admit of exceptions. 
g14 
(1) Anyone who carries a treatm on his person outside his place of residence, service, or 
business, or his fanced-in property must carry a Weapons Permit on his person. “Carrying a 
firearm” does not apply to fring ranges authorized by the police. 
{2} Provided thats valcty is not expressly restctedioassmalier area, he Weapons Permit 
's valid throughout the Reich proper. Is valily can be restricted 10 specty dearly defined 
‘occasions or aroas. 
{G) A Weapons Permit is valid for a petod of three years from the date of issue, provided 
that a shorter period is not specified 














315 
(1) Weapons Acquisition Permits or Weapons Permits nay only be issued to persons whose 
‘trustworthiness is not in question and who can prove a need for a permit. 
(2) In particular, permits may not be issued to: 
1, persons under the age of 18 years; 
2. legatty incapacitated or mentally inferior persons; 
3. Gypsies or vagabond persons; 
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4, persons under mandatory police supervision or who have been relieved oftheir civil 
rights—for as jong as these remain under mandatory police supervision or remain stripped of 
their civil rights: 

5. persons convicted of reason o high reason, or wt respect whon krown facts 
justily the assumption that they are engaged in actwvities hostle tothe state 

‘6. persons who. for a deliberate assault on the life or well-being of others, for breach 
othe peace or for trespass, for resistance to the authonty of the state, for a criminal offense 
6 misdemeanor, for a criminal offence against prope, for a hunting violation, of fora fishing 
Violation, were legally sentenced to a term of imprisonment of moe than two weeks, f three 
years have not yet passed siace the term of imprsonment. Serving tne sentence is equivalent 
fo its lapse, its remission, or ts commutation to a monetary fine: in this case, the three-year- 
period begins on the date of the sentence's lapse, remission. of commutation to a monetary 
fine. I the penalty is entirely or partially remitted after a period of probaton, the probationary 
period is credited towards the three-year period, 

{) Exceptions to Section 2 Ciauses 1 and 6 may be granted upon application. 

516 

The issue of Weapons Acquisition Permits or Weapons Permits ental fees to be levied in 

‘accordance wih speciis to be set out by the Enforcement Ordinance. 
517 

‘The Weapons Acquistion Permit or Weapans Permits 1 be revoked and confiscated it the 
prerequisites forts issue are not met, or are no longer met. 

$18 

“With respect to the firearms provided to them in the line of duty, the following persons do 
not require Weapons Acquisiten Permits or Weapons Permits 

1. members of the Wehrmactt: 

2. police officers, including railway police officers, members of the railway security service, 
‘and members ofthe postal secutity service; 

3, members oi he SS Task Force and the SS Death’s Head Comps; 

4 officials of the penal institutions of the Reich Department of Justice: 

5. those officials of the Reich Department of Revenue who are employed in border 
supervision, border cearance, and customs investigation services; 

6, those officals of Qperation "Reichsautobahnen” whose duties include the menitoring of 
roads and highways; 

7. those offciais and employees serving in forest, field and game protection who have either 
‘sworn an oath of service oF who, due to jundical stipulations, are bound by oath or aro oticialy 
Ccortiied as authorities of forest, tela and game protection, as well as fishery officials and the 
officially certified Supervisor of Fisheries, 








g19 
(1) Further, with respect to the firearms provided to them in the line ot duty, the following 
persons do not require Weapons Acquisition Permits or Weapons Permits 

4. those persons in the service of the Reich, the Lands, the Bank ot the Reich, and 
‘Operation “Reichsautobahren,” to whom the appropriate Reich or Land authorities, the Bank 
‘of the Reich, or the “Reichsautobahnen’ have granted the right to bear frearms, 

2. Untertahrer of the National Socialist Workers’ Party from the rank of Orsgruppen- 
leiter up, the SA, the SS, the National Socialist Motonzed Corps from the rank of SiurmfUhver 
Lup, 28 well as the Hitler Youth from the rank of Banntuhrer up, to whom the Funrer's 
Second-in-Command or as authority appointed:by him have granted the ight o bear fkearms; 
also, the members of the SA quard group Feldhetrnhall, in such cases as the Funrer decrees: 

8, Fohrer of Technical Emergency Assistance to whom the Reich Minister of Domestic 
‘Affairs has granted the right to cary firearms; 


36 


4, members of the Anti-Aircraht Defense Service to whom the Reich Minister of Aviation 
‘the agency determined by him has granted the right to carry firearms. The Reich Minister 
‘of Aviation and the Reich Minister of Domestic Affairs together decide to which groups of 
persons this right applies: 

‘5 Fuhrer of the National Socialist Fliers’ Corps, trom the ranks of Sturmflhrer and 
independent Truppfuhrer up, as well as independent heads of schools to whom the Reich 
Minister of Aviation or the agency determined by him has granted the right to carry firearms, 

(2) Inthese cases, the Weapons Permitis repiaced by an appropriate cerificate, tobe issued 
to persons coming under Section 1 Nos. 1, 3 to 5 by their superior or supervisory department 
‘and to persons coming under Section 1 No. 2 by the Funrer's Second-in-Command or by the 
‘agency determined by him. 


§20 

iHfirearms are not offcially provided to persons coming under §§18, 19, rif weapons other 
than those officially supplied are required, the superior or supervisory department or, for 
persons coming under §19 Section 1 No. 2, the Fuhrer’s Second-in-Command or the agency 
determined by him, are authorized to issue centicates entiting these persons to purchase or 
carry a firearm, 








gat 
A.hunting license authorizes its bearer to carry hunting weapons and handguns, 


(1) The acquisition of weapons of war is permitted only with the authorization of the 
Wehrmacht Supreme Command or the agencies dotormined by it 

(2) The term “weapons of war" refers to all equioment as defined by the regulations of 
November 6, 1995, governing the export and impon of weapons of war Law Gazette of the 
Reich I, p. 1397) 

$23 

(1) In individual cases. a person who has engaged in activities hostile to the state, or who 

pected 10 pose a danger to public satety, may be prohibited trom acquiring 

‘and carrying firearms and ammunition as well aS cutting and thrusting weapon 
Pons and ammunition in the possession of persons to whom this prohibition h 
been applied are to be confiscated without compensation. 

$24 

(1) Importing firearms and ammunition through customs requires a permit. This pormitis to 
be denied if there are doubts as tothe trustworthiness of the importer. The regulations of §15 
Section 2, 3 and §17 apply analogously to the issuance and revocation ofthis permit. 

(2) Section 1 does not apply to impor by authorities of the Reich or the Lands, nor does it 
apply to manufacturers and dealers in accordance with §§3, 7, who are officially licensed. 

(@) The regulations of November 6, 1935, regarding the export and import of weapons of 
war (Law Gazette of the Reich I, p. 1337) are not atfected. 

(4) In the customs and foreign trade zones, firearms and ammunition are governed by 
regulations to be issued jointly by the Reich Minister of Finance and the Reich Minister of 
Domestic Affairs, 

§25 


(1) Manufacture, trade, carrying, possession and import ofthe folowing are prohibited: 

1. firearms specially designed to be folded, collapsed, shortened, or rapidly disas- 
ssembied beyond the measure usual for hurting and sports purposes, or which are concealed 
‘canes, umbrellas, piping orn similar ways; 

2. firearms equipped with a device o sence the report of a shot orwith nile spotights; 
this ban also extends to these modifying devices in and of themselves; 
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3, cantidges of caliber 22, short long, or long ne (small caliber cartidges) with 
nollow-point bullets (bulets with plercad of Notched tps). 

(2) For export purposes, the manufacture, trade ané possession ofthe firearms, devices 
and cafridges specced in Section 1 may be permitted. 


Part V 
Penal Laws 


6 

(1) Anyone who 

‘manufactures, modes, repairs, acquites, offers for sale, makes availabe to others, 
‘possesses or imports weapons, ammuniton or the devices described in §25 Section 1 No. 2 
‘modiates in tno acquision or making availabe of such objects or offers his services towards 
the end of thei acquisition oF making available, oF who 

2. caMtes frearms 
indtiperate or negigert violation of the presontiaw, wil be penalized with upto three years’ 
imprisonment ang/ora monetary tne 

{2) Over and above this perally, the weapons, ammunition oF devices to which the 
punishable ac in questan relates may be confiscated regardless of whether they boiong to 
the offender or not. Ino specific individuals can be prosecuted or convicted, confiscation may 
be cariee out witout these concomitant if the prerequisites for such a measure exist 

927 

(1) A monetary fine of up to ene hundred and tity Reichsmark or a erm of imprisonmest 
‘apples to anyone who 

1. deliberately or trough negligence ials to fh 
notice required under §4 Section 3, 

2. Geliberatly or though negligence violtes the jutcicalstiulatons far the enferce- 
ment or supplementation ( §24 Section 4, §31) of the present Act. 

(2) Anyone who deiberaiely volates the regulations set outin Section 1 No. 2 after having 
been twice previously convicted for deliberate or negligent Violation ol she same will bo 
punisned with aterm of up to one year in prison andior a monetary fine. This regulation doos 
‘ot apply if more than three years have passed since the last conviction prot to commission 
ofthe new offence. 














(rt0 tile in time, the written advisory 


Part VI 
Final and Interim Regulations 
928 
‘The manufacturing and trading entorprises specifiedin 963, 7 are subject to the usual trading 
teguiations insofar as no specal regulatons have been Set out in the present Act. 
§29 
(1) Anyone who is already licensed to caity on any of the endeavors specified in §§ 3. 7 
wher the present law corres into for02 does rot need te obtain a new permit. However, the 
prior license, issued in accordance wih the Firearms and Ammunitions Act of April 12, 1928 
(Law Gazette of the Reich |, p. 143) is to be revoked by March 31, 1939 if the prerequistes 
Setoutin §3 Sections? to § are not met atthis time. Weapons manufacturers are not required 
10 provide preof of their professional qualifications it, at the tima the present law comes into 
{oree, they have practiced their craft for five years witrout interuption. Further, licenses for 
the trade in firearms and ammunition issued 'n accordance with §5 of the Firearms and 
‘Ammunitions Act may be revoked if there is no local requirement for maintaining this license. 
(2) If a manufacturer or dealer has not required a permit 1o date because the firearms or 
‘ammunition in question did not come under the Firearms and Ammuntions Act of April 12, 
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1928, (Law Gazette of the Reich |, p. 143), then, i hese firearms or ammunition are subject 
to the present Act, a permit such as required by §§3, 7 must be applied for within a period of 
‘one month afer this law comes into force. 

(3) If Section 2 applies, a criminal offence as detailed in §26 Section 1 No. 1 occurs if one 
‘month lapses following the coming into force ofthe present law, or, ia perm was applied for 
within this period, at the end of one month ater this permt was definitely refused. 


§30 

(1) Firearms which do not bear the identitying markings stipulated in §10 may stil be 
professionally sold or made avaiable to others for the period of one year attr this law comes, 
Into force, provided that ther identitying markings meet the requirements set out in. §9 of the 
Firearms and Ammunitions Act of Apri 12, 1828, (Law Gazette ofthe Fech  p. 143) orifthey 
were not addressed by these regulations. 

(2) For firearms which were not addressed by the Firearms and Ammunitions Act of April 
12, 1928, (Law Gazette of the Reich |, p. 143) and whose manufacturer can no longer be 
doiermined, has ceasedto exist, or ceases to exist wthin one year after the present aw comes 
Into force, the identitying markings stipulated by §10 of the present Act may be Substituted 
with identification consisting of the business name or registered trademark of a domestic 
dealer, inscribed on the firearm. 








$31 

‘The Reich Minister of Domestic Attairs will enact the juridical and administrative regulations, 
required for the enforcement and supplementation of the present Act. He has the power 10 
admit of exceptions to the present Act for certain kinds of weapons or ammunition, 

§32 

Farther-reaching restrictions issued by individual Lands to govern the manufacture, trading, 
‘acquisition, carrying or possession of cutting and thrusting weapons will cease to be in etfect 
‘at most six months after the present law comes into force, excep! insofar as they pertain to 
Gypsies or vagabond persons. 






(1) The 
(2) Attn 
ay, he Firearms and Ammunitons Act ot Api 12,1828, Law Gaze ofthe Rech |p 
143); 

2, the regulations forthe implementation of the Firearms and Ammunitions Act, of July 
13, 1928, (Law Gazetto of the Reich I, p. 198), version of the decree of June 2, 1932, (Law 
Gazette ofthe Reich |, p. 253); 

3, the Weapons Abuse Act of March 28, 1931, (Law Gazette of the Reich I p. 77), 
version of §10 of the Reich President's decree regarding the Preservation of Domestic Order, 
December 19, 1932, (Law Gazette of the Reich Ip. 548); 

4. Chapter | (Measures against Weapons Abuse) of Part 8 of the Reich President's 
Fourth Decree regarding the Sateguarding ofthe Economy and Finances andthe Preservation 
of Domestic Order, December 8, 1931, (Law Gazette of the Reich |, pp. 699, 742); 

5. §56 Section 2 Clause 8 of tha Trading Regulations. 

(@) The right to introduce this Actin Austria is reserved. 


Berlin, March 18, 1938 


Fuhrer and Chancelior of the Reich 
‘Adolf Hitler 


Reich Minister of Domestic Aftairs 
Frick 
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Ordinance for the Enforcement of 
the Firearms Act 


March 19, 1938 
In accordance with §31 of the Firearms Act of March 18, 1938, (Law Gazetto of the Reich I 
. 265), the following is decreed: 


Part! 
Geners 
$1 
(1) In the context of this Ordinance, the “higher administrative authorities” are: in Prussia 
and Bavaria, the Chaitman of the Regional Counc! (in Berin, the Chief of Police); in Saxony, 
the District Captain; in the Saarland, the Reich Commissioner tor the Saarland, and otherwise 
‘the highest authority of a Land. 
(2) In the contoxt of this Ordinance, the dstrict police authorities are: the state police in 
communities under state police administration; elsewhere, 
city districts : the Mayo 
incounty districts :in Prussia, the District Councilor: in the other Lands, the correspond 
ing authori 
62 


(1) Decisions mage by the administrative authorities on the basis of the Firearms Act may 
'be appealed within two weeks. Appeals may be addressed only to the immediately superior 
administrative authorities, whose decision is then final 

(2) Objections to docisions made by the Berin Chiet ot Police in his capacity as local or 
istrict police authorty may be registered as formal protest, not as appeal. The Chiet of Police 
himself, his general representative, or a department chiet of the police headquarters in Berlin 
‘may decide on the protest. 




















$ 
(1) In the context of §1 Section 3 of the Act, the following are deemed to be essen 
‘components: 
a) for firearms—barrel lock, revolving breech; 
for ammunition—case, bullet. 
{2) In the context of §1 Section 3 of the Act, prefabricated essential components are only 
such objects, describedin Section 1, which are ina suticiently advanced state of manufacture 
iat they can be finished, and used in the assembly of ready-to-use firearms of ready-to-use 
‘ammunition, without any special tools or machinery. 





§4 
Weapons operating on the principle of compressed air, and with a caliber ot 7 mm and less, 
‘re not subject tothe regulations of the Act, with the exception of §§9, 24 and 25, 


Parti 
Manufacture of Firearms and Ammunition, and Dealing in Such Objects 


§5 
Issuing and revoking a manutacturer's permit (§3 of the Act) is the responsibilty of the higher 
‘administrative authorities in whose district the manutacturer has established his facies. 
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§6 
Issuing and revoking a dealership permit (§ 7 of the Act) is the responsibilty of the district 
police authorities in whose district the dealer has established his facts. 


s7 
Manufacturing and dealership permits may be restricted to specitic kinds of frearms and 
‘ammunition, 
98 


{1) The personal trustworthiness require for persons engaging in manufacture or dealing 
(§3 Section 4, §7 Section 2 of the Aci) is to be ascertained through an examination wih 
attention paid to the applicant's and the business managers’ entre past histories, 
(2) The mandatory personal tustworthiness is lacking paniculaly in persons who: 

1. are not legally capable of contracting or whose capability to contract is restricted; 

2| aro under mandatory police supervision of who have been relieved oftheir evil ights 
or as long as they remain under mandatory police Supervision or remain stripped of their 
ivi rights; 

3. have be 
{ustily the assur 

4, fora del 





n convicted of reason or high treason, or with respect to whom known facts 
n that they are engaged in activities hostile to the state: 

rate assault on the life or well-being of others, for breach of the peace or 
for trespass, for resistance o the authority ofthe state, for a criminal otfence or misdemeanor, 
fora criminal offence motivated by a desire for material gain or directed against property, or 
for a hunting violation, were legally Sentenced to a term of imprisonment of at least three 
months, if three years have not yet passed since the term of imprisonment. Serving the 
sentence is equivalent to its lapse, ts femission, of its commutation to a monetary fine; in this 
‘case, the three-year period begins on the date of the sentence's lapse, remission, or 
‘commutation to a monetary fine. If the penalty is entirely or panially remitted a 
probation, the probationary period is credited towards the three-year period. 


























(1) Professional qualifications tor m 

‘such porsons who either have passed the examination for master craftsman's diploma for the 

rat practised, oF for a related craft, or who are authorized to instruct apprentices in one of 

these crafts, Examinations recognized under §133 Section 10 of the Trading Regulations are 

equivalent the exaninaton ormastercratsman's cploma, The German Camber of Cras 

and Trade Convention dacdes which rats are considered be related inthe contest ofthis 
rdinance. 

(2) Professional qualtications for manutacture are further held by such persons who can 
prove professionally qualified status through the completion of relavant studies at a post: 
‘Secondary institution of a state-accrecited technical college, or in person before an authority 
to’be determined by the Chamber of Commerce. The Reich Minister of Economic Atfairs and 
the Reich Minister of Domestic Attairs will jointy decide on details of the professional 
requirements and the examination procedure 

10 

Foreign legal entities (corporate bodies) and legal entties whose capital is largely in foreign 
hands may not receive permission to engage in manufacture or dealership. 

gt 

Professional qualifications for dealership (§7 Section 2 of the Act) are held only by such 
persons who have either, for a period of at least three years, been the proprietor of a place of 
business where firearms and ammunition were sold, or who were employed as salesperson, 
assistant or apprentice for a period of at least three years, or who can prove professional 
Qualifications before an authorty to be determined by the Chamber of Commerce. The Reich 








a 


Minister of Economic Affairs and the Reich Minister of Domestic Atfairs wit jointly decide on 
deals of the professional requirements and the examination procedure, 
gi2 
Commencement of conclusion of business (§4 Section 3 of the Act) must be reported by a 
‘manufacturing firm to the higher administrative authofties and by a dealership to the district 
police authorities in whose district the manufacturer's or dealer's tacilnes are established 
§13 
Permission to conduct manutacturing or trading activities isto be revoked (§§ 5, 7 Secion 
2 of the Act) if, atthe time of issuing the permi, the issuing authonties were not aware that 
‘one of the reasons for denial set out in §3 Section 2t0 5 of the Act or in §B Section 2 of this 
Ordinance existed, of one of these reasons for denial occurred subsequently. In ne case of 
loss or diminution of hecapabiliy to contract ( §8 Section 2 No, 1 ofthis Ordinance), the permit 
is to be revoked oniy ino acting representative is brought in, in accordance with §45 of the 
‘Trading Regulations. 
g14 
‘Temporary denial of permission to carry of the business in question (§5 Section 2 of the 
‘Aci falls within the jurisdiction ofthe district police authorities in the case ol manufacturing 
firms, the local police authorties in the case of dealerships; these aulhorties are those in 
whose district ha manutacturer's or dealer's facities are astablished 
g15 
(1) Anyone who manulactures firearms on a professional basis must keep a Weapons 
Register showing the whereabouts of the froarms. The Weapons Regist is to be set up as 
‘ollows: 
a 
o ra (Es 























(2) Weapons of war are to be registered in a separate Weapons Register 

$16 
(1) Anyone who, on a professional basis, purchases handguns. otters such for sale or 
otherwise provides such to others, or who, on a professional basis, acts as mediator in the 
purchase or provision ot such items. must keep a Weapons Dealership Register showing the 


‘ongins anc whereabouts of the handguns. The Weapons Dealership Register is to be set up 
as follows, 
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(2) itis the seller's responsibilty to make sure that the purchaser is authorized to acquire 
handguns. For this purpose, he must request the presentation of a Weapons Acquistion 
Permit, Weapons Permit or annual hunting license and record the kind, date and number of 
the permit in column 15 of the Weapons Dealership Register. If the purchaser is authorized 
to acquire handguns without a Weapons Acquisition Permit, then this must also be recorded 
In column 15 (e.g., Reich authority, weapons dealer). 
917 

In cases of professional mediation of purchase or the provision of handguns, the Weapons 

Dealership Register (§16) is to be set up as follows: 








+ 
7 2 3 
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(1) Weapons Registers and Weapons Dealership Registers (§§16 to 17) must be per- 
‘manently bound and marked with consecutive page numbers. Prior to being used, the local 
police authorities must certify the number of pages contained init. Entriesin the register, once 
‘made, may neither be erased nor rendered illegible. All entries must be made in German, and 
written in ink or ink pencil. On December 31st of each year, as woll as on transter or closing 
of the business, the register must be dated and signed in such a way that later and additional 
entries cannot be made. Within one month after the start of the new calendar year or after 
transter of the business. the book must be presented to the local police authorities for 
veritication of closure, Stock remaining at the date of closure must be carried forward before 
new entries are made. The book is to be kept up-to-date at all times and to be made available, 
together with all required documentation, for inspection by the police or its representative 
‘upon request, 

(2) The dealer must retain the book for a period of ten years from the date of the last entry 
made therein, Ifthe dealer closes his business, he must submit his registers to the local police 
‘authonties for safekeeping. 

(3) The regulations set out in Sections 1 and 2 also go tor the Weapons Register for weapons 
‘of war, with the proviso that the function of the local police authorities is carried out by a Section 
‘of the Wehrmacht, to be specified by the Wehrmacht Supreme Command. 

§19 

(1) Inthe context of §10 of the Act, “manufacturer” also includes anyone in Germany who 
protessionally assembles firearms from parts manufactured by other domestic facili 

(2) I firearms are assembled in Germany proper from parts produced by foreign manutac 
turers, the weapons must bear the company name and manufacturing number of the foreign 
‘manufacturer who manufactured the gun barrel 

(3) The following are exempted trom §10 of the Act: 

1, muzale-toading guns; 

2.iles manutactured prior to and including the year 1870; 

3. blank guns (weapons which cannot fire anything other than blank cartridges} 

4. gas, sedation and stun weapons (weapons intended for use with gas, sedation and 
stun cartridges), with a caliber of 12 mm orless, fthey have been specially designed to make 
the effective firing of bullet or shot cartridges impossible; 

55. set-gun or spring-gun devices; 

6. devices with which to sedate livestock 
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Part i 
Purchase, Carrying, Ownership and Import 
‘of Weapons and Ammunition 
$20 

‘Weapons Acquistion Permits are not required for providing or for acquiring the following 
handguns: 

4. muzzie-toading pistols of revolvers: 

2. blank guns (weapors which candot fire anything cther than blank cartridges); 

3. ges, sedation and stun weapons (weapons intended for use with gas, sedation ang stun 
ccarridges), with a caliber of 12 mim orless, i they have been specially designed to make the 
‘effective fring of bulet or shot cartridges impossible 

§21 

Inaccordance with §11 Section 3 Par b olthe Act, aWeapons Acquisition Permitneed not 
bbe submitted for the direct export of handguns aut of the country. In the context of this 
regulation, the folowing are also considered to be “Out of the county” 

1. the customs zones, with the exception of Helgoland and the customs zones of Bader 

2 the foreign trade zones, 

g22 


(1) No Weapons Permit is required to carry the following firearms: 
‘- muzzle/oading weapons; 
2.the following breect-ioading weapons: 
4) niles manufactured prior to and including the year 1870; 
b) saloon res 
©) Flober rifes {i.e., low-power, “indoor” target guns! with rifled barrels of 6 mm 
caliber and loss, as well as those with non-riled barrels of 9 mm caliber and less: 
4) weapons of the kinds specified in §20 No. 2 and 3 ot this Ordinance. 
(2) Funher, no Weapons Permit is required 10 carry Set-gun or spring-gun devices and 
devices for sedating livestock. 
§23 


(1) Weapons Acquisition Permits and Weapons Permits are issved by the district police 
authorites in whase dstict the applicant permanently resides. In urgent cases, the éstnct 
Dalice authorties in whose dsrict tne applicant is only temporanly fesident ray also issue 
parmis; these poice authonties must inform tha district police authorities in whose district te 
ppicant permanently resides thal the permit has been issued. 

{2; 1 he applicant’ residence or fed address is not located within the German Reich, 
Issuing the petmt i the responsibity of the district police authonties in whose cistict the 
applicant's place c residence or entry locates. 

(2) In the cases ovtined in Section 1 Clause 2 and Section 2, the permits to be validated 
fora maximum duration of tres months 








§24 

‘The Weapons Acquisition Permits and the Weapons Permits are to be set up as shown in 
Enclosures | andl, attached. 

925 

(1) Anyone who, onthe authority of a Weapons Acquisition Permit, hands a handgun over 
to another person, must record 02 the pormi, in ink er ink pen, the number, make/model, 
manufacturer's frm or trademark, and manutacturing number of the handguns, as wo! as the 
‘date on which the handguns were transferred. 

(2) The Acquisitions Permits to be returned tothe purchaser ifthe number of weapons for 
which itis valid has not yet been reared, Otherwise, the seller must, within two weeks, hand 
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the Acquisitions Permit into the district police authorities in whose district he resides. It the 
‘seller is among the professionals specified in $§3, 7 of the Act, then he is to collect and retain 
all Acquisitions Permits and hand them in at the end of each calendar month to the district 
police authorties in whose district his place of business is located. 

(8) The same process of permit collection and surrender apolies to permits issued in 
accordance with §20 of the Act, which authorize tne acquisition of a handgun. 

§26 

Licenses in accordance with §12 No. 6 and §24 Section 2 of the Act are issued by: for 
professionals specified in §3 of the Act, the higher administrative authorities (§5 of 
Ordinance); for professionals specified in’ §7 of the Act, the district police authorities (§6 of 
this Ordinance}, 








$27 

Exceptions as specified in §13 Section 2 of the Act are authorized by the district police 
authorities in whose district he minors permanently resident. If heis only temporatily resident 
in the German Reich, the exception is authorized by the district police authorities in whose 
district he is resident 

§28 

Exceptions as specified in §15 Section 3 of the Act are authorized by the higher administra- 
tive authorities in whose district the applicant is permanently resident. the is only temporarily 
resident in the German Reich, the exception is authorized by the higher administrative 
authorities in whose district he is resident, 


§29 
(1) The fees levied by a Land for the issuing of Weapons Acquisition Permits and Weapons 
Permits may not exceed 3 Reichsmark. 
(2) For duplicates, only writing fees may be levied, 
§30 
Revocation and confiscation of Weapons Acquisition Permits and Weapons Permits 
responsibilty of the district police authorities in whose district the holder of the peri 
permanently resident. It he is only temporarily resident in the German Reich, this 
responsibilty of the district police authonties in whose district he is resident. 
931 
Licenses as specitied in §20 of the Act are to be issued separately for 
1. possession of a single firearm, 
2. acquisition of a single handgun. 
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32 
Hunting weapons as specified in § 21 of the Act are firearms intended for use, and commonly 
used, in hunting animals which may legally be hunted. 


$33 

Enacting a prohibition in accordance with § 23 Section ofthe Act, as well as the confiscation 
‘of weapons and ammunition in accordance with §23 Section 2 ofthe Act, is the responsibility 
of the district police authorities in whose district the person to whom this prohibition has been 
applied permanently resides, 


§34 

(1) A license to import in accordance with §24 of the Act is issued by the district police 
‘authorities in whose istrict the importer is permanently resident or in whose district his place 
of entry is located, 

(2) The customs authorities record the importation on the license authorizing such impor 
and return the license to the police authorities who issued it. 
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(3) Excopt in the cases spectied in §24 Section 2 of the Act, the following do not require a 
license to import in accordance with §2¢ of the Act: 

1. German ctizers—with respect to firearms and ammunition wth which they are 
re-entering Germany proper trom a foreign country: 

2, members of foreign rile clubs who are entering Germany to panicipate in shooting 
events held by the German Reich Association for Physical Education or the German Fitle 
Cub—with respect 10 the firearms and ammunition brought with them for purposes of 
Partcipation in these events; 

'3. persons who are not permanently resident in the German Reich—with respect to 
hunting weapons and ammunition whose importation nas been sanctioned by a foreign 
representative of Germany (embassy. legation, o consulate). 

§35 
(+) Exceptions penaining to tha export-bound manufacture, wading ard possession of the 
firearms, devices or cartrges spectiedin §25 0! the Ac are granted by the higher agministra- 
tive authorities in whose dstnct the applicants business is located 
(2) Firearms, devices and cartridges required in the line of duty by authorities of the Reich 
corthe Lands or by the Reichsbank are exempted trom the ban placed on them by §25 Secion 
of the Act 
§36 


‘The Ordinance of June 12, 1933, regarding atemporary ban on the importation of handguns 
(Law Gazette of the Reich |, p. 367), Section 2, is amended as follows: 

“Individual exceptions may be permited in accerdance with §24 Section 1 ofthe Firearms 
‘Act of March 18, 1938, (Law Gazette of tne Reich Ip, 265)” 


Berlin, March 19, 1938 


Reich Minister of Domestic Attairs 
Frick 
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Enclosure! 
(cf. §24 of the Enforcement Ordinance) 
Front Side 





Weapons Acquisition Permit No. 
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Weapons Permit No. 
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in the boundaries of the German Reich, _ 
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Regulations for the implementation of §9 Section 2 Clause 2 and §11 
Clause 2 of the Ordinance for the Enforcement of the Firearms Act 
March 21, 1938 
‘Onthe basisof §9 Section 2Clause 2 and 4" 1 Clause 2o! the Ordinance farthe Enforcement 
ofthe Firearms Act of March 18, 1938, (Law Gazotte of the Reich |, p. 270}, the following is, 
decreed jointly with the Reich Mirister of Domestic Affairs 
$1 

(1) The authority be'ore whom protessional qualitcations for engaging in manutacture or 
dealership are to be proven in accordance with §9 Section 2 and §11 of the Ordinance for 
the Enforcement of the Firearms Act of March 19.1838, (¢. also §3 Section 210 5 and §7 of 
the Act) isa subject expentiobe appointed by the Chamber of Commerce, who must be familiar 
vith tne manulacture of weapons and amvnuniion through mary yeas’ expenence. Ths 
subject expert need not be a member of the Chamber of Commerce. The appointment of ths 
subject expert wil be publicized in an appropriats manner by the Chamber of Commerce, 

{2)Professional qualifications for he manufacture of gunpowder ot all kinds are be proven 
fat an examination hele by the appropriate Factory Inspectorate, 

§2 

‘The examination willbe verbal only. The applicant must prove sufficient knowledge of the 
kinds, construstion and use of the most common firearms and of the handing and use of he 
‘most commonly used ammunition. 





§3 

‘The Subject expen will issue a certificate reflecting the results of the examination (§2). To 
recover the costs involved, the Chamber of Commerce may levy a fee at up to 5 Reichsmark, 
payable by the applicant. 


Berlin, March 21, 1938 


Reich Minister ot Economic Attairs 
(on behal of) 
Brinkmann, 


Relay Rec sy of Dane Ata — Pred Pach Pte Oe, etn 
48 





